Welcome to PACK 442!!
Scouting can be a fun and fulfilling adventure for the whole family.  We would like to give you an overview of our pack so it won’t be so confusing. Our Pack is chartered through Friendswood United Methodist Church.  The Pack is divided into Ranks (based on the age of the scout) and then further into dens (with about 4 – 9 boys per den).  Each den has a leader and an assistant leader.  The dens usually meet two to three times a month plus one Pack meeting per month.  All of the meetings will be at the church unless told otherwise.  Sometimes when working on some of the achievements you will need to meet at someone else’s home or will have a little field trip in our area.

Meetings

Dens:  New dens (for Tigers) will be formed after signups in the Fall.  Parents will need to volunteer to be den leaders and assistants.  There will be a new parent meeting to go over pack info and to establish dens.  Parents, please read the pages at the beginning of your son’s Handbook, this will help you understand what we hope to achieve this year.  All scouts, regardless of when they enter cub scouts, must first earn their “Bobcat” rank.  Each Rank has different achievement requirements.  They are detailed in the Handbook.  Achievements and Electives do not have to be done in order!  Tiger parents/partners are required to attend all meetings and events with your scout.  Parents will also participate in Shared Leadership in which everyone will get a chance to lead den meetings.  We do have monthly scouting themes and activities which are highlighted in pack and den meetings.  

The Monthly Pack Meetings: our Pack meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of the month and are usually held in the gym in the Family Life Center.  These meetings are when the scouts are recognized for achievements earned the previous month.   It is required that the cubs wear their Class A uniforms at the pack meetings.   The first thing you want to do when you go to a pack meeting is to get your cub in line for uniform inspection.  There is a drawing for a prize at each pack meeting, for a few of the cubs, that pass inspection at that meeting.  Also if your cub passes inspection for six pack meetings he earns a “Uniform Inspection Award” patch.  If he attends all Pack meetings (Sept-May)and passes uniform inspection, there is a prize for Perfect Attendance.  Scouts sit with their den.
What to wear
Class A Uniform:  Uniforms are worn to Pack meetings, Pack events (like parades), Go See Its, and Sunday service at campouts. To pass inspection at Pack meetings, he should wear his blue uniform shirt with the required patches, neckerchief, slide and belt as well as dark blue or denim shorts or pants.  He is also required to wear closed toed shoes (no Crocs).  Optional items: Scout shorts, hat, socks, and red vest are available at the Scout Shop but these are not required to pass inspection.  Red vests are for patches and pins earned.

Class B Tshirt:  These are available for sale at our Pack meetings for $8.  They are worn on overnights, Go See Its, campouts, den meetings. 
Where to get uniform:  there are 2 Scout Shops located nearby:   Bay Area Boulevard or in Galveston.  The one on Bay Area is located in the same parking lot as United Way and Texas Gulf Coast Medical.  The one in Galveston is at 3020 53rd St.  The clerks will help you get what you need.  They will ask you which council (Bay Area Council), pack (442) and den (#) you are in.  The Scout Shop sells a no-sew adhesive for patches for those of you who do not sew.  
POPCORN SALES:  This is our only fundraiser for the Pack.  The money raised helps pay the cost of awards, model kits, events, etc.  Each scout is required to sell $150.00 of popcorn, or a buyout option of $50.00 is available.  The scouts choose rewards from prize brackets based on their sales totals.  Last year our pack led the district in popcorn sales!
SPACE DERBY/PINEWOOD DERBY/RAINGUTTER REGATTA:  The pack will provide your scout with a kit for each event throughout the year, but if you want to get a head start, you can purchase kits at the Scout Shops.  You will receive rules and requirements when you get the kits, but if you search the internet, you can get the idea.   We have extra kits available for siblings for $5 each and they will get to race on the practice night before the race day.

Costs:  Our pack Recharters in January.  That means we will be collecting registration and pack dues in December from all scouts.  It is around $40.  What you paid when you signed up is a prorated amount paid through December.  
We strongly suggest that “Den Dues” are collected by the leader to help offset the cost of materials used to meet the achievements and electives.  (Usually $10 - $25).

Uniform and scout book will cost around $60-70.

Campouts are $20 for half site/ $40 full site.  We “family” camp at State Parks 2 times per year.  There are District events/camps throughout the year that have various prices.         

Our scouts go on overnights to places like the Space Center, Moody Gardens, etc. and, depending on where they go, costs will be about $35-75 per person.
*Our pack offers scholarships for any scout family who needs one.

Contact Info: 
Our pack has a web site that will help keep you informed on pack events, calendar, forms, and any changes.  It is highly recommended to sign up for the parent emails.  This is our main form of communication.

Pack website is:  http://www.bacpack442.org
The Bay Area Council site is www.bacbsa.org, 
For information on belt loops, pins and awards:   usscouts.org/advance/cubscout
We hope this helps for now and we are looking forward to getting to know both you and your scout.  We will have a lot of fun this year! 
 Volunteers are always needed for various leadership positions or one-time events.
Thank you for the opportunity to help you and your son through scouting.  Contact any one of us if you have specific questions or comments.
Yours in Scouting,
David Rachita, Cubmaster, 281-992-3446, rachita@uhcl.edu
Tammy Lewis, Committee Chair, 281-648-1684, tamroblewis@juno.com
Kristi Murray, Membership Chair, 281-992-1998, jaxmum1@comcast.net
